Working with Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrangements 

Calvin Campbell 


In square dancing, all formations of the eight couples have 
6 possible arrangements of the dancers. CALLERLAB has 
given these arrangements numbers as shown below. 


The 1/2-Sashayed Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrange¬ 
ment can be Setup with Head Ladies Chain ... Heads 
Square Thru ... Two Ladies Chain ... Box the Gnat... 
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(0) is the "normal arrangement" seen with the lady on the 
man's right. (1/2) shows the Half Sashayed dancer ar¬ 
rangement. These two arrangements are used for proba¬ 
bly 90% of the square dancing. 

Within each arrangement, the numbered dancers can be 
arranged in 16 different ways. Changes occur as square 
dance commands are executed. For example: From a 
Static Set, if the Heads Square Thru 4, the 0-arrangement 
of dancers is formed as shown below. 
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In this arrangement all the men and ladies are in sequence 
with both the men and ladies arranged in CCW order and 
arranged in 1-2-3-4 order. The set is referred to as "re¬ 
solved" because the dancers can Aiiemande Left and the 
next dancer would be their original partner. 

If you decide to experiment with any of the other 15 ar¬ 
rangements you will have eventually have to have both the 
men and the ladies in sequence and adjacent on the 
"string" to easily construct a getout back to a Static 
Square. If you do this, then the getouts can be very short 
or relatively short. 
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The two most used Getouts from that FASR are a Right & 
Left Grand or Swing Your Partner Promenade. 

The next question is what can be called from this Forma¬ 
tion and Arrangement. I call mostly Zeros that are easy 
and do not require any gender specific commands. They 
are usually the same ones I use from a Zero/Corner Box. 
Here are three examples. 

Swing Thru ... Centers Run ... Ferris Wheei... Pass 
Thru ... 

Swing Thru ... Centers Run ... Coupie Circuiate ... 
Wheei & Deai... Pass to the Center... Centers Pass 
Thru ... 

Pass to the Center... Centers Pass Thru ... Pass to the 
Center... Centers Pass Thru. 

With just these examples you would have plenty of chal¬ 
lenge for the average MWSDer and if enough sets fail then 
there is a very short Getout back to a Static Square (SS). 

Another option would be to elminate using any Zeros and 
use a longer Setup Module. By using this option, the 
dancers are only in an unfamlier situation for a very short 
time. 

I follow the same general pattern with the other four Ar¬ 
rangements. Here is the Arrangement I have used for a 1- 
Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrangement. 
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Head Ladies Chain ... Heads Pass Thru ... Separate 
Around 1 to a Line ... Bend the Line ... Circie 4 Left 3/4 
(or Circie Right 1/4)... 







The module places the couples face to face with their 
partners. The men are facing in and the ladies are facing 
out. A short Getout is Star Thru ... Promenade ... You 
can't get much shorter or easier than that. Aiso notice that 
the Star Thru creates a Left Hand Two Faced Line. That's 
handy. 

An 2-Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrangement is shown 
below. 
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In this FASR, the ladies are facing in and the men are 
facing out. A setup from a Static Square is very similar to 
the previous Arrangement. Head Ladies Chain ... Heads 
Pass Thru ... Separate Around 1 to a Line ... Bend the 
Line ... Circie 4 Left 1/4 ... 

The same FASR could be reached by having the facing 
dancers Box the Gnat at some point in the module. You 
can also have Circle of Four move right instread of left. 

The important point is that the dancers need to end up in 
the above FASR. 

The quick Getout is still Star Thru ... Promenade ... The 
direction of the Promenade will be clockwise and not 
counterclockwise. The Star Thru creates a Right Hand 
Two Faced Line. 

An 3-Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrangement is shown 
below. 
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The short Setup is Heads Square Thru 4 ... Same 
Couples Roll Away ... There are better options. 

The Getout is, Inside couples U-Turn Back ... Swing 
Your Partner... Face Center & Back Away ... Everyone 
is at home position. Another option would be to have the 
Inside Couple Split the Outside Couples ... Around 1 ... 
Swing at Home... 

An 4-Eight Chain Thru Formation Arrangement is shown 
below. 
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The Setup could be Sides Roll Away ... Heads 
Promenade Half... Lead Right... 

The Getout could be Turn Thru ... Centers Star Thru ... 
All California Twirl & back away ... You're All Home ... 

Here is another option after the Star Thru. Since all four 
couples are facing out with the lady on the man's right side 
have everyone Wheel Around ... Circle Left. 

Arrangements 3 and 4, I believe are quite useful because 
two couples are paired and two couple are Half Sashayed. 
This opens up the opportunity for different getouts than the 
standard Allemande Left. 

As you play with these Arrangements, keep in mind that 
this is just one of the sixteen possible Relationships. With 
the ability to quickly convert to a Two Faced Line 
Formation, you could easily create any of the 15 other 
FASRs. Of course, then you would have to make Getout 
Modules for each of them. 

For me, the value of any of these FASRs is to show the 
dancers that there is more than one way to do "basics" 
such as Swing Thru and still have very quick options for 
resoiving the set. 

Second, I like to use Getouts that are easy, but different. 
Using this particular set of FASRs provides lots of different 
ways to surprise the dancers without the danger of total 
confusion about what I want them to do. 







